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thought that we believe children regard knowledge rather
as repulsive medicine than as inviting food Hence our
dependence on marks and prizes, athletics, alluring
presentation, any jam we can devise to disguise the
powder The man who wilfully goes on crutches has
feeble incompetent legs, he who chooses to go blind-
fold has eyes that cannot bear the sun, he who lives
on pap-meat has weak digestive powers, and he whose
mind is sustained by the crutches of emulation and
avance loses that one stimulating power which is suffi-
cient for his intellectual needs This atrophy of the
desire of knowledge is the penalty our scholars pay
because we have chosen to make them work for inferior
ends Our young men and maidens do not read unless
with the stimulus of a forthcoming examination They
are good-natured and pleasant but have no wide range
of thought, lofty purpose, little of the magnanimity
which is proper for a citizen Great thoughts and great
actions are strange to them, though the possibility
is still there and they may yet shew in peace such action
as we have seen and wondered at during the War But
we cannot always educate by means of a great war, the
penalties are too heavy for human nature to endure for
long Therefore the st^muh to greatness, magnanimity,
which the war afforded we must produce in the ordinary
course of education

But knowledge is delectable We have all the * satiable
curtiosity' of Mr Kipling's Elephant even when we
content ourselves with the broken meats flung by the
daily press Knowledge is to us as our mother's milk,
we grow thereby and in the act of sucking are admirably
content

The work of education is greatly simplified when we
realize that children, apparently all children, want to
know all human knowledge, they have an appetite
for what is put before them, and, knowing this, our